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§ 82.9 Challenges.
(a) Once an official filing has been

made, the local Bureau official shall
immediately have copies made of the
petition and its signatures. The local
Bureau official shall keep these copies
at the Agency or field office for 15 days
following the date of official filing,
during which time they shall be avail-
able for examination by authorized
voters of the tribe upon request. Dur-
ing this 15–day period, challenges of
signatures may be filed with the local
Bureau official.

(b) Challenges will be considered on
the following grounds:

(1) Forgery of signatures; and
(2) Lack of proper qualifications of a

signer.
No challenge will be considered which
is not accompanied by supporting evi-
dence in writing. In the event that an
individual’s name appears on a petition
more than once, all but one of the
names shall be stricken.

§ 82.10 Action on the petition.
(a) Within 30 days after the official

filing date, the local Bureau official
shall forward to the Area Director, or
when the Area Director is the local Bu-
reau official, directly to the Commis-
sioner, the original of the petition and
its accompanying signatures, together
with recommendations concerning
challenges and conclusions concerning:

(1) The validity of the signatures;
(2) The adequacy of the number of

signatures; and
(3) The propriety of the petitioning

procedure.
(b) The Area Director or the Commis-

sioner, as the case may be, shall within
45 days after the official filing date de-
cide upon each challenge and the suffi-
ciency of the petition and announce
whether the petition shall be acted
upon. If a decision is reached that the
petitioning action is for any reason in-
sufficient, the spokesman for the peti-
tioners and the governing body of the
tribe will be so informed and given the
reasons for the decision. If a peti-
tioning action warrants action by the
Secretary or Commissioner, the
spokesman for the petitioners and the
governing body of the tribe concerned
will be so informed. The decision in

such matters shall be final. The proce-
dures for implementing any action ini-
tiated by the acceptance of a petition
will be determined in accordance with
pertinent directives and regulations.

§ 82.11 Duration of petition.
Any petition submitted under this

part, shall be considered only for the
purpose stated therein. Once a petition
has been acted upon, it shall not be
used again.
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§ 83.1 Definitions.
As used in this part:
Area Office means a Bureau of Indian

Affairs Area Office.
Assistant Secretary means the Assist-

ant Secretary—Indian Affairs, or that
officer’s authorized representative.

Autonomous means the exercise of po-
litical influence or authority inde-
pendent of the control of any other In-
dian governing entity. Autonomous
must be understood in the context of
the history, geography, culture and so-
cial organization of the petitioning
group.

Board means the Interior Board of In-
dian Appeals.

VerDate 23<MAR>99 13:55 Apr 19, 1999 Jkt 183079 PO 00000 Frm 00229 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\183079T.XXX pfrm04 PsN: 183079T


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-01-14T14:38:40-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




